
 

 

Worship Times: In-Person  ~ Sunday 9:00am     
Adult Bible Study - Sunday 10:20am  

Live Streaming via Facebook - Sundays 9:00am  
All services transmitted in parking lot on FM 98.3 

 Communion is distributed on the 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun. @ 9am  
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Church Staff 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Brian Licht 

 

Church Administrator 

Stephen Smith 

 
Business Manager 

Barb Grosskopf 
 

Secretary 
Catherine Moneysmith 

 
Children’s Ministry Director 

Leslie McCoy 
 

 Little Blessings Daycare Director 
Terrie Burkey 

 

Organist 
Marilyn Luebbe 

 
 

Custodian 
Angela Stickel 

 

Office hours:  
   Mon-Fri 9:00am-3:00pm 

 
 
 

Pastor Licht is off Mondays 

January 



January - Dates to Remember 
  1/01  Sun.   9:00am   Communion Worship Service 

   10:20am Adult Bible Study/Youth Sunday School   

1/02 Mon.  LBDC Closed/Church Offices Closed 

1/03 Tues.  6:30am   LBDC Reopens 

   9:00am  RCLC Church Ofc Reopens   

1/04 Weds.  9:00am  LifeLight Bible Study 

   5:30pm   Confirmation 

   7:00pm  LifeLight Bible Study    

1/05 Thurs.  5:30pm  LWML Board Meeting 

   6:30pm  LWML Bible Study 

   6:30pm  Elder Meeting 

1/07 Sat.  7:00am  Workout 

   7:30am  Men’s Bible Breakfast 

1/08 Sun.  9:00am  Worship Service 

   10:20am Adult Bible Study/Children’s Sunday School 

1/09  Mon.  3:30pm  Quilt Assembly Group 

1/10 Tues.  6:00pm  LBDC Board Meeting 

1/11 Weds.  9:00am  LifeLight Bible Study  

   5:30pm  Confirmation 

   5:30pm  Ed Board Meeting 

   7:00pm  LifeLight Bible Study 

1/12 Thurs. . 6:30pm  Council Meeting 

1/14  Sat.  7:00am  Workout    

1/15 Sun.  9:00am  Communion Worship Service 

   10:20am Adult Bible Study  

1/18 Weds.  9:00am  LifeLight Bible Study  

   5:30pm  Confirmation 

   7:00pm  LifeLight Bible Study 

1/21 Sat.   7am  Workout 

1/22 Sun.   9:00am Worship Service 

      10:20am  Voters Meeting  

 1/24 Tues.    9:20am   Mugs & Muffins 

1/25 Weds.    9:00am   LifeLight Bible Study  

     5:30pm   Confirmation 

     7:00pm   LifeLight Bible Study 

1/27 Fri.     12pm     Fellowship Friday 

     6pm—12pm   Youth Lock—In 



The Gospel for January 
 

  January 1st,  Matthew 3:1-12 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea 

2 
and saying, “Repent, for the king-

dom of heaven has come near.” 
3 
This is he who was 

spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:

 

    

  January 8th  Matthew 11:2-15 
Jesus Replied 
11 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women 
there has not risen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. 

12 
From the days of 

John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven 
has been subjected to violence,

[c]
 and violent  

people have been raiding it. 
13 

For all the Prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John.  
  

 January 15th  Matthew1:18-25 
Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son 
19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet[b] did not want to expose her to public disgrace, 
he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he 
had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  
 

 January 22nd Matthew 4:12-25 
Jesus Begins to Preach 
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he 
withdrew to Galilee  17 From that time on Jesus began to 
preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”  
 January 29th  Matthew 5:1-12 
Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount 

  5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to 
him, 

2 
and he began to teach them.   

“A voice of one calling in the  
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.’ 

 
The Beatitudes 
Matthew 5: 3

 

3 
“Blessed are the poor 

in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of  
heaven. 
4 
Blessed are those 

who mourn, for they 
will be comforted. 
5 
Blessed are the meek, 

for they will  
Inherit the earth. 
6 
Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 
7 
Blessed are the  

merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy. 
8 
Blessed are the pure 

in heart, for they will 
see God. 
9 
Blessed are the  

peacemakers, for they 
will be called children 
of God. 
10 

Blessed are those 
who are persecuted 
because of righteous-
ness, for theirs is the  
kingdom of  
heaven. 
11 
“Blessed are you 

when people insult 
you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you be-
cause of me. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+11%3A+2-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23472c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A18-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23164b
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The Italian philosopher, astronomer and mathematician, 
Galileo (1564-1642) is credited with saying, “Mathematics 
is the language in which God has written the universe.” Gal-
ileo was expressing what we all quickly learn in our first 
science class—math is necessary for the study of God’s  
creation. Algebra, trigonometry, and calculus are some of 
the “dialects” of this language. Although one can become 
“fluent” in math and excel in scientific endeavors without 
confessing the Creator who gave us the universe in which 
we live, there is one branch of arithmetic that can only be 
learned from God Himself. 

 

Moses wrote about this “math” in Psalm 90, and he instructed us to pray that God would teach it 
to us: “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). Jesus 
once taught a parable of a rich man who had failed to learn this branch of mathematics. He was a 
farmer who could do the math to calculate the number of barns he needed to store his grain but 
failed to properly calculate his days. He counted on having many years only to have that night be 
his last (Lk 12:16-20). 
 

The numbering of our days is divinely taught. It is the constant awareness of the shortness of our 
lives and the uncertainty of life in general, while trusting in our Creator and Redeemer to meet 
our every need, in particular our need to have our sins forgiven that we might live with Him  
eternally. A heart of wisdom then grows with each passing day that has been counted as possibly 
being our last. The worries of tomorrow become trifle. Our fear, love and trust in God become 
paramount. And our hearts become increasingly peaceful while at the same time energized to 
pursue the things of God’s kingdom. 
 

God’s Word and Sacraments deliver to us the gifts of His  
kingdom. When we learn to number our days the weekly  
gathering in God’s house for His gifts becomes not a “have to” 
but a “get to.” Soon we are yearning for God’s Word daily for 
ourselves and our families. Math homework is important, but it 
is only from the Bible that you and your family will learn 
God’s math to properly number your days. And from these  
lessons will grow a heart of wisdom—wisdom to trust in the 
Lord for your welfare now in this life and for all eternity with 
Him in heaven. 
 

There’s nothing like the beginning of a new year to reflect on what’s truly important in life. 
Nothing could possibly be more important than God’s Word. Make it a priority in the coming 
year and every day there after to be in the Word of God. Post the words of Ps. 90:12 where you 
will see them regularly and use them as a short and simple prayer every day. I have no doubt that 
God will be most pleased to answer this prayer for you and your family. 
 

Lord, so teach us to number our days that may we get a heart of wisdom. Amen. 
 

Pastor Licht 

Parents, learn this 
lesson well: the most 
important thing you 
can do every day is to 
read the Bible with 
your kids. 
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        Join us on Sunday mornings for  
  Bible Study @ 10:30am 

 

Each week we walk through the  
Old Testament readings to dig deeper into the Word 

from the Sunday sermons!  
 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

New Member Class 
 

If you or someone you know is interested in joining our 
church, please contact Pastor Licht  

or call the church office,  563-386-2342. 

 

LifeLight 
New Study Beginning January 4th  

“End Times” 
This study explores what the Bible has to say 
about the end times and what the divine Author 
has prepared, which is far greater and more  
glorious than any of us could write or imagine. 
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“...with full  

courage now  

as always  

Christ will be  

honored in my  

body, whether by  

life or by death.  

For to me to  

LIVE IS CHRIST,  

and to die  

 Is gain.” 

 

             ~St. Paul 

               Philippians I 

Friends are 
Welcome at 
all of our 

events.  
Please  
invite  
them! 

Dates to Remember: 
Youth Events 

January 27th—Lock-in 
February 25th—Snow Star  

March 24th—Homemade Pizzas & Games 
 

Join us and bring your friends!  

 Calling all Middle school and High School  
students! 
 
Middle schoolers will join Mr. Rich Emory in 
the library & High Schoolers will join  
Mr. Stephen Smith in his office for Bible class 
at 10:30am on Sunday mornings.  
 
Both classes use a study from Answers in  
Genesis, going on an exciting chronological 
journey through the Bible-with a focus on 
apologetics and life application. 
 
You won’t want to miss it!! 
 
Bring a friend!
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Sunday School 

 

Calling all children aged  
3 years - 5th grade!!! 

 

Join us upstairs on Sunday  
mornings at 10:20am. We’ll 
start by learning some new 
(and old) songs then divide 

into our classrooms.   

When the parents brought the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory 
to your people Israel.”               Luke 2:27-32  

January 01     NO COVERAGE 
January 08     Heidi Iltis 
January 15     Dawn Luedtke 
January 22     Voter’s Meeting 
January 29     Jenny Miller 
 
 

Nursery is located upstairs in the Youth room. 
Thank you all for serving! 

 Dates to Remember: 
*No Sunday school: Jan. 1st 

Voter’s Meeting Jan. 22nd 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this 
year’s Children’s Christmas Program! The birth 

of Jesus was told in such a special way and 
celebrated in style with pizza, birthday cake 
and ice cream. Thank you to the many parents 
and teachers who jumped in to help with cos-
tumes and shepherding the children. Thank 
you to Mark Iltis for picking up pizzas, Josh 
York & Melissa Meador for serving cake & ice 

cream and to Terrie Burkey for baking the 
BEST birthday 



“Every tithe of 

the land, 

whether of the 

seed of the 

land or of the 

fruit of the 

trees, it is the 

Lord’s; it is 

holy to the 

Lord.” 

Leviticus 27:30 

“Proclaiming the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ  

to children and their parents through a high quality child care program.” 

LITTLE BLESSINGS DAYCARE             PAGE 8 

Little Blessings – “Proclaiming the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ to 
children and their parents through a high quality child care program.”  
Hope everyone had a great Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  With the new year, 
we all pray that everyone starts with a fresh and new shining start. 
 

We are officially starting new with our Brightwheel program.  We will be eliminating  
Procare this month and only using brightwheel. 
 
I’d like to thank our board for being so wonderful.  The board has been great helping out 
the last couple years with all the hurdles and changes with the Daycare. 
 
We would also like to thank Pastor Licht  for having “Jesus Time” with the children each 
week.  The children have gone home saying the Lord’s Prayer to their parents and some 
are quite shocked they have learned the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The center is having all the windows replaced through Suburban Construction and 
should arrive sometime in February..  Our windows will now open from the top and  
bottom.  We will be able to open the windows and not have the children push the screens 
out and hit their heads on the windows while outside playing.  This will be a nice feature 
for all the rooms and should save on air conditioning in the spring and fall.  When the 
windows arrive, come back and check them out. 
 
During the month of January, the children will be learning about how Jesus took time to 
rest.  The children will talk about communication and the Lord’s Prayer.  This is such a 
nice week since the children already know the Lord’s Prayer.   
 

After the Lord’s Prayer, the children learn how Jesus healed the Blind man.  This is a 
wonderful time for the children to learn about the difference senses they have and to 
taste several new items that are not always so sweet. 
 
The last week we learn about the color brown and when the paralytic’s friends helpled 
him see Jesus by lowering him through the roof. 
 
Please keep our staff member Dianna in your prayers.  She had back surgery last month 
and is planning on returning to work the end of January.  Also keep Delaney in your  
prayers as she returns to college. 
 
In Christ 
Terrie 
 



BAPTISMS DECEMBER           PAGE  9 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

1/01 Lauren Anderson 
1/01 David Atkins 
1/01 Carolyn Bauer 
1/01 Margaret Brodale 
1/01 Linda Gentz 
1/01 Bruce Harford 
1/01 Judy Harford 
1/05 Sara Flynn 
1/07 Patricia Meier 
1/08 Charlotte Bauer 
1/15 Teresa Azure 
1/15 Tom Barker  
1/15 David Ehlers 
1/15 Ron Gruenhagen 
1/15 Dennis Harford 
1/15 Lori Lakey 
 
 

1/15 Andrew Van Nice 
1/19 Vicki Dalton 
1/20 Carlyn Lesch 
1/20 Kyler Miller 
1/20 Pam Speer 
1/22 Chelsea Roehm 
1/24 Allison Johnson 
1/26 Macy Reller 
1/31 Michael Vieger 
 
14 “Glory to God in the Highest Heaven” 

    Luke 2:14 
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T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

 

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You; 
the Lord Make His Face to shine  
Upon You and be Gracious to You; 
the Lord lift up his Countenance upon 
You and give You Peace.” 
 

Numbers 6:26 

 
    
 
 

 

1/01 Cooper Krager 
1/03 Waverly Repp 
1/05 Tom Barker 
1/05 Donna Cook 
1/05 Kitra Terry 
1/06 Cameron Miller 
1/07 Elise Johnson 
1/08 Carlyn Lesch 
1/08 Michael Vieger 
1/09 Shane Emmert 
1/10 Mary Ruhnke 
1/10 Caleb Wegener 
1/11 Kari Bender 
1/11 Travis Schwenneker 
1/12 Gloria Blackledge 
1/12 Craig Gruenhagen 
1/13 Lisa Barker 
1/13 Robb Kauffman 
1/13 Reynold Waech 

1/13 Jean Wenndt 
1/14 Natalie Bosco 
1/15 Bristol Gruenhagen 
1/16 Angie Franzenburg 
1/17 Patricia Speth 
1/18 Lillian McDowell 
1/18 Kelly Roehm 
1/18 Carrie Trickey 
1/19 Alex Reyna 
1/19 Richard Schrage 
1/20 Lori Lakey 
1/21 Kari Atkins 
1/22 Harmony Reimers 
1/24 Bert Oosting 
1/25 Debra Rowland 
1/26 Linda Anderson 
1/26 Brianna Bosco 
1/27 Julie Lewis 
1/28 Alexandria Avila 
1/29 Edven Carr 
1/29 Abbie Hopp 
1/30 Kristi Manley 
 



         please remember in your prayers:                  

                         Todd Hafner (brother of Lynette Licht) - Hospital 

          David Hentze (brother of Gary Hentze) - Undergoing Cancer Treatment 

Marge Jefferys (Ed Kelly’s Sister) - Hospitalized Receiving Cancer Treatment 

Jack Boley—Recovering at home 

 
 

  Membership Changes                                     

Hospitalized? If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital or will be an outpatient at any medical 
facility and you desire Pastor Licht to visit, please notify the church office at 386-2342.  Also, if you are a 
home-bound member and would like a visit, feel free to request a visit by notifying the church office.  

If you have changed address, or know of another member who did, but may not have informed 
us, please either remind that person to get us the new information or supply it yourself. Thank 
you for helping us keep in touch with our treasured members.  

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY    JANUARY                                         PAGE 11 

1/15  Phillip & Cindy Cramer 

1/24  Ron & Lori Smith 

I am my beloved's  

and my beloved is mine.   
Song of Solomon 6:3 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE      
Submitted by Grace Schrage 

LWML Mission Grants:  Thank you to all who are sharing their 
mites on the first Sundays of the months. Our large LWML 
Mite box will be out again on January 1st.  
LWML Quilting:  On Monday, January 9th, at 3:30 p.m., we will meet 
to work on quilts – we pin or we tie quilts that have been pinned  
together.  No Quilting experience is needed.  PIN & TIE DAY – 
MARCH 25, 2023 – Watch for more details in next month’s 
newsletter. 
MUGS AND MUFFINS:  We plan to meet on January 24th at 9:30 a.m. 
The projects we work on include putting together kits for Lutheran 
World Relief and time for a brief Bible study with Pastor Licht.  COME 
JOIN US if you are available! 
Monthly Thursday Night Bible Study: The Bible study for  
January 5th is titled:  “Train Up A Child”.  All women of Risen Christ are 
welcome to come and enjoy time with God’s Word.    
Advent Program:  Thank you to the women who helped make 
this a success.  Thank you, Michelle Warner, for your  
presentation about Chrismons.  Thank you, Marilyn Luebbe, for 
playing for us as we sang hymns.  Thank you to those who  
provided refreshments (Tammy McKay & Chris Rall).  Thank 
you, Pastor, for your words of encouragement.  Thank you to all 
who attended. 
Thursday Night Board Meeting: January 5th, the LWML board 
will meet at 5:30 p.m.  Business includes: planning for June  
Convention, officer election questions, planning for 2023  
activities.  
DATES TO REMEMBER:  
Thursday, January 5 at 6:30 p.m. – Bible Study 
Monday, January 9 – Quilting at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 24 – 9:30 a.m. MUGS & MUFFINS. 



T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

LWML  In Action                                             Page  13            

Kuna, Idaho, is listed as the 
seventh most rapidly growing 
urban/suburban area in the 
United States. A new church 
has been planted in Kuna and 
Friendship Celebration  
Lutheran Church, Boise, is its 
mother congregation. Kuna 
Lutheran is currently meeting 
for worship in the local high 
school cafeteria with up to 60 
people in  

attendance. The  

congregation wants to build 
their own sanctuary and oth-
er facilities from which to 
conduct growing  
congregational activities, but 
they are first in need of a par-
cel of land. The grant funds 
will assist in the  
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Albuquerque’s International District is home to an ethnically diverse 
and disadvantaged population with a high crime rate. God Cares 
About You Mission, which is supported by nine area Lutheran church-
es, is transforming lives both now and for eternity. Their outreach in-
cludes a clothing bank, children’s ministry, food bank, back-to work 
program, Christian fellowship, meals, Bible studies, worship services, 
street evangelism, and counseling. Currently, the programs are 
offered three days a week and they want to expand to six days. With 
this expansion, they need to add a services director and kitchen man-
ager to better manage the programs offered. With the funds from 
this grant, God Cares About You can expand their ministry and reach 

more with Christ’s love. 
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January 7th
Starting @ 7:30am

Breakfast will 
be served!

LWML Women’s 

Bible Study
Thursday, January 5th @ 6:30pm

Study, “Train Up A Child”
All Women are Welcome



Outside Events        Page   16                   

Night To Shine Event Is Coming! 

February 10th, 2023
Deadline to Sign Up is January 15th 2023

If  You Would Like To 
Attend or Volunteer

This Event is Free and Open to the Public

Sign Up before the 
Deadline of January 15th

If You have any Questions 
Contact: Sandy Sievert, sans64@msn.com

Thank you for Your Participation!

LCMS Men’s & Women’s Bowling League
Begins January 9th, 2023 at 6pm
Highland Park Bowl – 4204 Avenue of the Cities - Moline

12 Week Session

If you have any questions, contact:
Jim Pearson – (563) 293-6456   Call or Text
Michael Wagner – (309) 453-7206

We Look Forward to Seeing You!



Loving Community       Page 17 

A new community opportunity  
Host a dinner in your home and get to know different couples and  

singles from the congregation.  You set the date that works for you, supply 
the setting and drinks and those that sign up will come and bring the 

dinner to you.  
Rather not host? Sign up for the date that works for you and be  

prepared to bring a dish to share.   
We envision having multiple hosts with different dates available to sign up 

for. Sign up again and again to really get to know your church family!  
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the  

breaking of bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42   

LifeLight Bible Study Begins January 4th 

LifeLight Bible Study “End Times”

Every Wednesday at 9:00am & 7:00pm – For 9 Weeks

Everyone is Welcome to 
Join In The Discussion! 
It will be Great to See 

You There!



 

       Page   18        
 
 
 
 

                                                   CHRISTIANCAREQC.ORG 

    

2209 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201 
  (309) 786-5734  

  www.christiancareqc.org 

 

Men’s Shelter Meal Service 
 

Where: 2209 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL 
 

When: The fourth Thursday night of each month.  Arrive at the shelter between 

5:00- 5:30 pm, depending on meal prep time required.  
 

What: We provide a meal for 50-60 people.  
  

Details: Meal items can be prepared ahead of time and heated up at the shel-

ter.  They have  2 big ovens that we can use.  They provide serving dishes, 

utensils, plates, drinks and clean-up.  We provide a tasty nourishing meal 

(main dish, side dishes, dessert.).   
 

Thrivent members can apply for Thrivent Action Team dollars for each 

date they help in order to defray the costs.   
 

In a nutshell: sign up for a date, plan a meal, prepare it and serve it with 

love. 
  

Contact Bryan Johnson (563)579-3334 or Sandy Sievert (563)349-4288 or 

sign up at the kiosk in the narthex if interested in helping prepare a meal.  
 

This is a great family or small group activity! 

 
 

Sign up is available at the kiosk for all months in 2023. 

January 26th—Scott & Sandy Sievert 

February 23rd—Open 

March  23rd—Open 
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Council Notes for January Newsletter         Submitted by Scott Sievert 
The Risen Christ Church Council is elected as representatives of the  
congregation as the church follows its purpose in preaching the word of God, 
caring for its members, and conducting business.   
Council met on December 8th, 2022 and discussed issues and items as  
described below. 
Pastor Licht reported on the Mason Grosskopf Baptism, the Patricia Hopp  
Funeral and transfers of membership for Cheyenne VanBlaricome and Travis and 
Heather Schwennecker.  Preparing for Advent and Christmas service. 
Church Administrator – Stephen continues policy creation and review.  The 
Respect for Marriage Act approved in Congress may make some policy changes 
necessary.  Stephen is working with Council reps to develop a Mission Charter 
for LBDC along with LBDC.  Working with the Trustee Board on building 
needs.  Working on cutting down printing costs.  Working with Barb on Direct 
deposits. 
Treasurer – Michelle provided the report for November for RCLC finances. We 
had a $6700.00 deficit bringing the total YTD to a $43,000.00 deficit.  Council 
discussed how the deficit would be handled at the end of the calendar year.  
LBDC finances are positive for the year, largely in thanks to the Stabilization 
Grant.  Motion to accept the Treasurers report was made and approved. 
Education and Children’s Ministry – Heidi reported on the Christmas  
Program, Advent suppers, and Youth activities (cookie sale and gift wrapping) 
Congregation Life/Fellowship Committee – This committee has been formed to 
generate fellowship within the congregation.  They will meet on the 1st Monday 
of each month at 4:00 PM at Church.  Anyone is welcome to attend these  
meetings.   

There will be a after Bible Study Pot Luck on January 29th (the 5th  
Sunday in January) 
Working on communicating Fellowship time volunteer assignments. 

Elders – Elders are assisting in recruiting volunteers to assist with Altar Guild.  
Elders are continuing to work on Soul Care. 
Future Planning – Future Planning is working on goals for the future and en-
couraging boards to develop goals for 2023 that fit the mission of the RCLC.   
Also continuing to work on communication issues that affect our staff, boards, 
and congregation. 
Little Blessings Day Care – The Day Care Board did not meet in December, but 
continue to work on relevant issues related to LBDC and the church. 
Stewardship – Several members of the church are assisting with Night to Shine 
(a prom for people with special needs) and are recruiting additional volunteers.  
Gearing up for Christian Care meals which resume in January.  Working with the 
Congregational Life Committee on a new member board.   
Trustees – Working with Stephen and the contractor for repair of the AC heat  
exchanger is on-going. Purchased and installed the new Nativity Scene.  Working 
on some dishwasher issues that have arisen.   



 Men’s Ministry 
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Unfinished business   

LBDC Mission Charter Ad-hoc Committee Report.  Naomi McCloud has 
been added as a congregational rep to this ad-hoc committee 

 
New Business 

Goal Setting (Future Planning) – Council discussion about goal setting and 
encouraging Boards to have goals for the 2023 year for the January  

 Council meeting. 
 
LBDC Windows – LBDC has Stabilization Funds for new Day Care win-

dows, the funding from the grant has been approved by the LBDC Board.  
Council discussed, and a motion was made and approved to allow the  

 installation of the new windows on the building. 
 
Sunday School Start time was discussed and will be communicated. 
 
Free Library – Council discussed pros and cons of installing an outdoor free 

library utilizing a structure previously obtained as an outdoor food pantry.  
Council was not in favor of this and that structure will be donated  

 somewhere else as previously voted on by Council. 
The Council is looking for help in the many and various ways that Risen Christ 
supports the Pastor, Church Administrator, Staff, Members, and the Community.  
If you would like to get involved, or have questions, please see any Council 
member. 

 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 5:8 

8 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God.  



 BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP                             PAGE  21 

Why Make a Pledge for My Offerings? 

P ledging is an affirmation that we will give God’s 
way. The act of making the pledge itself takes 

thought, preparation, and prayer—which is no different 
than how God calls us to live in all areas of life. Making 
a pledge says we are taking a definite stand on the side 
of God’s direction in His Word. To make such an affir-
mation in word and deed is part of living the new life in 
Christ. 

Beginning Sunday, November 13th, Pledge Cards will 
be made available if you should choose to make an 
anonymous pledge. Pledges will be returned in sealed 
envelopes on which you will write your name so that it 
can be sent back to you later next year with your giving 
statement. You will then be able to compare how your 
giving compared to your pledge. Still have questions? 
See the FAQ’s on the bottom of this page. 

We hope you will consider taking a stand this year with 
us as a statement of faith and make a pledge between 
you and God for your offerings in the coming year. 

In Service to Christ,  Your Board of Stewardship 

“Making a 

pledge says, we 

are taking a 

definite stand 

on the side of 

God’s direction 

in His Word.” 

Pledge Card Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

1. What is an anonymous pledge?  This is a pledge that you make between you and God as a 
giving plan for the next year. 
 

2. Does the Church use the pledge card for financial planning? No, in fact the church does 
not open the envelope and does not see what you have pledged. 

3. If the church doesn’t see it, then why should I fill out the card? Pledge cards encourage 
intentional, firstfruits giving. Any goal is always more meaningful when it’s put on paper. 

4. What happens to my pledge card? Your pledge card will be kept at church in an envelope 
that you seal with your name on it. At the end of the year, the sealed envelope and your giving 
statement will be given/sent to you so you can see how your pledge compared to your giving. 



“Every 

tithe of the 

land, 

whether of 

the seed of 

the land or 

of the fruit 

of the trees, 

it is the 

Lord’s; it is 

holy to the 

Lord.” 

Leviticus 

27:30 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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The Financials for the Month of  
December weren’t received.  

 
February’s Newsletter  

Will Have The Updates. 
If you have any questions,  
Contact Barb Grosskopf 
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Mugs & Muffins
Mugs & Muffins Meeting 

Tuesday, January 24th at 9:30am

Quilter’s Assembly Group 
Monday, January 9th at 3:30pm
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Homebound Members of our Risen Christ Family: 

Dorothy Bargmann       Jack Boley 
Kristi Manley        Dan and Trish Speth 
Joyce Miller         Paulette Waech 
Pat Moeller        Donna Cook         
David Perry         Dale Otto 
Gary Strichter    

Keep these members in your prayers and don’t forget to reach out to them as you are 
able (e.g.: cards, phone calls, text messages) and remind them that although they are not 
able to regularly gather together with us, they remain part of our family. Thank you.  

Fellowship Friday
January 27th at 12pm

Everyone is Welcome! 
Please Bring a Dish To Pass
Stay After We Eat, to Play a 
Game of Cards or Just Visit.



T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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CHRIST’S HANDS IN ACTION - Do you have tasks or small jobs around 
the house with which you need help?  Risen Christ is looking to establish 
a “Service Group” at the church to assist church members (and others) 
with tasks/small jobs around the house.  These small jobs could range 
from changing light bulbs to raking leaves, to small landscaping pro-
jects. As such, we are looking for inputs on service/assistance needs of 
members.  After we formulate a list of projects, we will be seeking partici-
pation of members to assist with performance of these service tasks. 
Please submit ideas/requests to Dave Luebbe, or write them on the 
sheet in the Narthex, with sufficient contact information to allow follow-
up on your suggestions.  Thanks in advance for your inputs to jump start 
this new service opportunity. 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE! 
Are you looking for ways to serve your neighbor? Consider taking part in 
one of our service options: 
 

Christ's Hands In Action is a service group created to meet the needs 
of members of our church and community with small jobs or household 
tasks which they may not be able to do on their own. Sign-up sheets are 
available in the Narthex. 
 

Service Videos: Volunteers are wanted to help with video livestreams 
and editing for network airings. This is a great opportunity for adults and 
youth alike! Training is available by request. 
 

Board of Trustees is always looking for new members! If hands-on skills 
are more your area of expertise, consider joining the Board of Trustees. 
Trustees help maintain the church building and grounds. 
 

Members of all skill levels are needed, so if you have any interest in serv-
ing with one of these areas then please contact Dave Luebbe to take 
part!  
 
 

Help Wanted!  
 

We are in need of someone to mow the Little Blessings playground area 
starting this spring. Please contact Dave Luebbe if you are interested in 
serving in this way!   



  God’s Message For Christians  In The New Year 2023 

The Reporter 
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December 2022 

Our New Outdoor Nativity scene was purchased in  
Loving Memory of Lisa Keller. Thankful for keeping our 
Risen Christ tradition of proclaiming Christ’s birth with an 
outdoor nativity scene. With Thanks to David Luebbe & 
Lisa’s Father, Allan Elias for installing this lovely Nativity 
scene on our Church Grounds.  
It is a Beautiful Gift for our Church Congregation! 

November “LW”: A blessed existence with Christ  

by Rev. Roy Askins is the managing editor of The Lutheran Witness.  

Will you be an angel when you go to heaven? Will there be golf in heaven? What is eternal life? 

In the November issue of The Lutheran Witness (LW), our writers take up the issue of eternal 

misconceptions to help you understand what God’s Word says about eternal life. The issue also 

explains near-death experiences and the greater confidence we have in Jesus. The title of this 

issue, “On Eternal Life,” reflects a recently translated and published work by a Lutheran theolo-

gian from the 16th and 17th centuries, Johann Gerhard. (It’s available for purchase at Concordia 

Publishing House.) The issue discusses how Gerhard’s work helps us today. We also hear about 

one particular saint who has gone before us, St. Clement of Rome.  

https://www.cph.org/p-35366-on-eternal-life-theological-commonplaces.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-35366-on-eternal-life-theological-commonplaces.aspx


Beautify our Altar with flowers.  Sign up at the kiosk bulletin board.   

            ALTAR              ORGAN 
01/01  OPEN 
01/08  OPEN 
01/15   OPEN 
01/22  OPEN 
01/29  OPEN 
 
 

Flower Chart for year 2022 is available on the kiosk in the narthex.  

When you have signed up to provide flowers for a certain date, please fill out the pink Altar 
Flower instruction sheet and turn it in to the office by the prior Sunday.  The cost for a 
bouquet is $38 (slightly more if you wish to add special flowers).   

 

Please make checks payable to RCLC Altar Guild. 
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Sunday Cookies 

01/01   9:00am   OPEN 
       
 

01/08   9:00am   Heidi Iltis 
        
 

01/15  9:00am    Altar Guild 
    
 

01/22  9:00am    Education Committee 
 
01/29  9:00am    PotLuck 
    
 
  
Please sign up at the kiosk to provide or serve cookies or both.  
There are opportunity’s for everyone to serve. 
Everyone enjoys treats & community building after Sunday morning 
worship services. Call the church office with any questions.  

 



January Worship Servants 
  

Current Elder Assignments  

Families with last names  

starting with: 
 

A-B -   Ian McCloud 

C-F     Stephen Smith 

G-J     Mark Iltis 

K-L     Scott Sievert 

M-N     Tim Welch 

O-R     Jim Wegener 

S         Jason Franzenburg 

T-V      Jim Wegener 

W-Z     Jason Franzenburg 

Sound & Video 
 
 

01/01   Dave Luebbe 

01/08   Sam Ross 

01/15   Dick Schrage 

01/22   Terry Warner 

01/29   Steven McCoy 

Altar Guild—January 
 

Open 
 

Join the Altar Guild!  

Contact Margaret Miller, Dawn Curtiss 

or Pastor Licht if interested. 

 

 

Elders 
  

01/01   9:00am   Scott Sievert    
  

  

01/08  9:00am    Mark Iltis 
   

01/15   9:00am    Tim Welch 

 

01/22  9:00am  Ian McCloud            
 

01/29  9:00am      Jim Wegener 
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  ACOLYTES                                                                                         

 

01/01   9:00am  Addison & Hayden Rasler 
  

01/08   9:00am  Asher Ross                                                     
 

01/15   9:00am  Eden Clark & Cameron Miller 
   

01/22   9:00am  Dalton & Hayley Ferris 
        

01/29   9:00am  Lilli Lochner & Jacob Luedtke 
 

“For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord,  
from my youth.” 

Psalm 71:5 



01/01   9:00am   Scott Sievert 

   Allan Elias 

   Jason Lehman 

   Andrew McDowell 

   Bryan Johnson 
 
 

 

01/08   9:00am  Scott Sievert 

      Rich Emory 

   Sandy Sievert 

   Dean Enfield 

   Mark Iltis   
              
 

01/15  9:00am    James Luedtke 

   Allan Elias 

   Jason Lehman 

   Bryan Johnson 

   Scott Sivert 

 

 

       

           9:00AM    
 

  01/01  Allan & Nancy Elias   

  01/08  Jean Wenndt & Jack Boley 

  01/15  Bryan & Sherri Johnson 

  01/22  Carol McAnelly & Sandy McLeod 

  01/29  Lynette Licht 
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  GREETERS             

    

01/22  9:00am     Terry Warner 

   Andrew McDowell 

   Dean Enfield 

   Scott Sievert 

   Ian McCloud 

      

01/29  9:00am Steve McCoy 

   Scott Sievert 

   James Luedtke 

   Rich Emory 

   Sandy Sievert 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  



January 

Happy New Year! 
These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, ...and that by believing you may have life in His name.  
John 20:31  from the “Portals of Prayer” 


